This study analyzes the early language development of young Balinese preschool children in Singaraja. Specifically, the study focuses on the early discourse abilities of the novice language learners. The study involved ten 4yearsold preschool children and their caregivers (parents, extended family members, and nannies) from Singaraja. The data were analyzed to see what discourse types were used by the children and in what language (Indonesian or Balinese). The results suggest that children produce more response discourse type in their utterances due to the fact that these young language learners have very limited communicative repertoire. It seems that their conversation range primarily revolves around the typical question and answer conversational dyad. Furthermore, it has been found that young children make use of the Indonesian language in their responses more than their native language (Balinese language). This language preference may be due to the fact that children are exposed to L2 influences such as: movies, song, and other learning materials.
INTRODUCTION
It is believed that children generally have the capacity to learn to talk. This predisposed tendency to acquire language is a genetic inheritance that is part of humankind"s physiological growth and development. About the age of one, the young language learners will utter their first words. Their linguistic development is so fast than adults cannot help but marvel at this remarkable natural biological phenomenon.
There are several major linguistic conditions for the development of language among novice learners. First, children must be able to recognize and organize sensory information that is made available to them. They must be able to distinguish and then extract the linguistically important and significant sounds that the adults and heir immediate environment provide them Secondly, speech comes to children as a continuous sound wave: children must be able to segment, categorize and organize this learned linguistic information according to their semantic value. The acts of segregating and categorizing are pertinent attributes of the language that children must be able to organize for successful language learning. The third condition for linguistic development involves meaning. The young language learners must be able to recognize that the adult speech they are exposed to is motivated by intention to produce meaningful sounds.
These linguistic stage are activated to a series of stage that are regulated and controlled by a natural human biological clock; beginning even before birth. The initial stage is constant in all young learners. As the processing of speech becomes more complete and more complex, the variety of available responses increases. The uniqueness of language learning depends on the individuality of the children but this will not prevent them from readily achieving full knowledge of their first language as the Nativists argue in their position that children are pre-disposed to learn their native language.
By and large, speech for children is the physical host of information that they receive about the structure of their language as provided by their adult companions and their immediate environment. Speech also has another essential purpose for childrencommunication (de Boysson-Bardies, 1999) .
Communication should not be confused mainly with the faculty of language. Language can also be perceived as the expression of thought through a structured system, which is more than a privileged means of communication. It is a system of communication specific to man. Humans have other means of communication -facial gestures and expression and several body movements. Through these nonverbal pathways, children receive information from the people around them and convey this acquired information to other people even before they learn to speak. Thus, children become part of the web of communication necessary for their survival.
In a very short span of time, children are able to make linguistic developments in the phonology, lexicon, and grammar of their language. These linguistic accomplishments provide the novice language learner with a system for expressing meaning by producing sequences of sounds. Children utilize this system to communicate with others.
In the first five years of life, as children are acquiring language, they are also developing communication skills. As children"s language abilities progress, language becomes the primary vehicle of communicative acts. Conversational skill begins to develop during the second year of life as children learn the mechanics of verbal interaction, such as taking turns, initiating topics, repairing miscommunication, and responding continently. Initially, children"s conversations with adults are very asymmetrical, with adults doing the work of building conversations around children"s contributions. As children"s conversational skill develop, the relative burdens carried by the adult and the child in sustaining conversations become equal.
The current study focuses to answer the following questions: (1) What are the various discourse types used by Balinese preschool children in their directed speech?
(2) What is the predominant discourse type used by young language learners in their utterances? And (3) In what language is the identified speech style more preponderant?
METHOD Research Design
The data for the study involved naturalistic recording of interactions between four-year-old children and their adult companions or caregivers (father, mother, kakek (grandfather), nenek (grandmother), or mbok (nanny). The children"s data was taken from the writers "neighborhood especially four years old preschool children with their adult companions or caregivers. Only the children"s utterances were analyzed to identify the different discourse styles they used in their interactions.
Participants
The young participants in this study are 10 preschool four-year-old boys and girls. The young subjects are Balinese residing in the Perum Multi Banyuning Lestari area. The subjects are young learners who can speak both Balinese and Indonesian languages. The adult"s participants are the adult companions or caregivers of the children. They can be the mother, father, kakek (grandfather), nenek (grandmother), or even the mbok (nanny) who spend long contact hours with the children at home. The adults are also speaks both Balinese and Indonesian.
Procedure
The existing corpus of children and adults" transcriptions involved the naturalistic recording of their conversations. The interactions between the young language learner and the adult caregiver were recorded for 15 -25 minutes. The subjects were instructed to hold conversations while they were playing, studying, eating, watching television, or even doing their household chores.
Method Analysis
After transcribing and encoding, the data were coded and manually counted to identify the following variables: a. Discourse types used by the children Only the utterances of the children were analyzed in this study. The identified discourse types found in the children"s utterances were manually counted.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
In general, the finding from the present study showed that Balinese children in Perum Multi Banyuning Lestari Singaraja utilize the response discourse types in their utterances. Very young language learners have very limited discourse knowledge and it seems that their conversation range primarily revolves around the typical question and answer conversational dyad. It is noted in some of their conversations with the adults that response discourse types is indeed preponderant.
Example 1. Situation: In the afternoon, when Indah practice to color the flower with her mother in her veranda. The example illustrated shows that normally the adult will initiate the conversation through the use of questions to elicit the response from the child. As observed by Furrow, Nelson & Benedict (1979) ; Hoff-Ginsberg (1986) in their studies, as far as the area of pragmatics is concerned; adults make use of interrogatives to elicit responses from their children. These interrogative types of questions are characterized as "quiz" types to get responses from children. Most of the questions follow the "WH" format (what, when, why, were, who and how) that more or less cue children to provide answers to whatever queries the adults may have. Another example from the data collected will apply how interrogatives can help children in the elicitation of responses: Example 4 The above situation also shows that many of the responses produced by the young respondents are in the Indonesian language. This may be due to the fact that some Balinese parents prefer their children to speak in Indonesian early on. Even grandfather and other members of the extended family are obliged to use Indonesian language when conversing with the children. What is interesting in the result is the fact that the participants are Balinese children belonging to the middle class and that they use both Balinese and Indonesian in their conversations. Moreover, it can be noted that Indonesian is the preferred language over the Balinese language. It may be due to the exposure of children to watch Indonesian cartoons in National TV programs like: RCTI, SCTV, Space Ton, etc rather than watching traditional program "mesatwa Bali" in local TV program (Bali TV program), videos, and other learning materials which can be easily understood and also made available to the public today.
The next situation illustrates that even if the adults use the Balinese language to ask their questions, the children still use Indonesian language when they respond the queries: Example 7 Situation: When Mbok Tu asked Bobi to have lunch in Bobi"s house Example 
Example 10 Situation: In Mang Nanda"s dining room
Those examples clearly illustrate the preference of young children to use the Indonesian language in their responses. Even, if adults make use of Balinese or code switched form in eliciting responses from the young language learners, children give their responses in Indonesian
CONCLUSION
Since young language learners have limited knowledge of the things around them, they may have difficulty sustaining conversations with the adults. Thus, children are dependent on their adult to initiate conversations through elicitations of responses from them. The study has verified the findings of previous studies regarding the preponderance of responses in the young Balinese learners" communicative and pragmatic development.
The present study also yields almost the same speech acts present in children"s conversations with the respondents" adult companions. The current study finds the following speech types in children"s utterances as being dominant: narrative, interrogative, response, hint, request, and ritualized response. Moreover, responses are the preponderant speech type present in children"s conversation. The findings of the study suggest that due to the limited knowledge and communicative skills of very young children, they have more responses than questions to ask or than requests, hints or even narratives in their early discourses.
As a whole, this study also shows that the responses elicited by adults from the children are in Indonesian, even if the questions are addressed using the Balinese language or its code switch form, children have the tendency to use the Indonesian language more than Balinese. This may be due to the Balinese children"s exposure to watch National TV programs like: RCTI, SCTV, Space Toon, etc rather than local TV program (Bali TV program), videos, and other learning materials. Besides, parents of these children also reveal that Indonesian is used at home as a medium of communication apart from the mother tongue, which is Balinese.
Finally, this study would like to suggest that children"s communicative skill development do not end at pre-school, when these young language learners are not yet fully communicatively competent. The improvement of discourse and communicative skills may be lifelong developmental tasks that all human beings must constantly develop. Moreover, the study also presents the preponderance of the use of Indonesian language over the Balinese language as reflected in the early interactions of children with their adult caregivers. 
